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ASHLEY WANG

Another move, another state, 
another group of peers; coast 
to coast again. Junior Ashley 

Wang blends right into the streets of 
Washington state despite moving 
around most of her life.

   When her dad was in the military, 
Wang knew what it felt like to rarely 
have any close friends. Although she 
had limited opportunities to make 
friends growing up, Wang always had 
her older sister, Judie Wang, to talk to. 

   On television, you generally see sib-
ling rivalry and a bit of bullying, but 
for Ashley Wang and Judie Wang, 
that’s not true. “My sister pushes me 
to do new things. She’s the main rea-
son why I joined journalism. Me and 
my sister are really close… A lot of her 
“smarter friends” are in journalism… I 
told her that I was interested in it and 
she kind of pushed me into this whole 
thing.”

   Now living in Lacey, Ashley Wang   
goes to Timberline High School and 
quickly became the arts and enter-
tainment editor of The Blazer, the high 
school newspaper.

   Journalism can be tricky at times 
with deadlines and the work envi-
ronment, but Wang learned to love 
those things. At the beginning of her 
first year at The Blazer, she said that 
she didn’t know anyone and felt out 
of place. Wang said her first day was 
like, “walking into a new school.” At 
times, she even thought of quitting 
but her sister convinced her to stay. 
After a full school year in journalism, 

Wang said that The Blazer is now a 
second family to her.

   There are ways to deal with the 
stress of work and come out on top, 
Wang said.

   “Try to find a balance in what you’re 
doing and try to not stress too much 
because you’ll end up doing it later 
on.”

   Wang is the first person in her family 
to explore journalism. Her family mem-
bers enjoy helping her work through 
her challenges and encourage her 
new passion. Family is the biggest 
support for her decisions, especially 
her sister, who’s leaving for the Univer-
sity of Washington in the fall.

   Although Wang has spent her entire 
life in close quarters with Judie, she’s 
excited for her sister to experience 
college life.

   Looking back on her past, filled with 
moves from town to town, she sees 
the positive.

   “I liked experiencing new things. I 
liked having to adjust to a new envi-
ronment, I liked meeting new friends. 
It was always fun seeing the differ-
ences in the different neighborhoods 
or the different cities…” Wang said. 
“It was really interesting to see how 
things differed wherever you go.”

   Wang loves journalism, however, 
she hopes to pursue optometry, the 
study of the eye, and possibly politi-
cal science when she’s older. Despite 

struggling to find friends in the past, 
Wang hopes to travel more in the fu-
ture.
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